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 1. Relations of geography and history 
   So early was the beginning of geography that it went back to Eratosthenes' 
naming in ancient Greece. And in modern times, not to speak of Varenius, many 
geographers have endeavored to  reconstruct. geography as a branch of modern 
science. In spite of their efforts, not only in the organization of university but in 
the world of academic ircle, the position of geography has been low and con-
sidered to be a servant of history for a long time. 
   After the establishment of modern geography in the nineteenth century, there 
were not a few geographers uch as C. Ritter, H. Hassinger, and W.G. East 
who studied the geographical background of history. But in this case, geographical 
background was studied in terms of physical conditions or factors concerning the 
process of historical development. These researches were brought together into 
the form of historical geography; and T.W. Freeman, E. Huntington and E. Ch. 
Semple  did not understand them as services to history but as proper tasks of 
geography. 
   Of course, for a geographer as well as a historian, it is important to clear in 
what ways and to what extent the physical environment affects human history. 
But from the standpoint of a geographer who became free from history, such a 
conventional way of thinking has to be renewed not only in relation of geography 
with history, but in taking up problems of historical geography. 
    In this respect, geographers ofHettner's chool who recognize the independence 
of geography from the point of the use of their space method against historians' 
time method, insist upon the study of historical geography not to persuit develop-
mental phenomena but to cut a spatial section of the world in a certain point of the 
past time. Hettner said that historical geography is made up of innumerable 
geographies about the past sections of a region. In this point of view, originating 
from Kant's 'Physical Geography', there can be seen an inclination toward making 
too much of space method and making light of the object of geography. 
   As the independence of a branch of science is based on the systematization f its 
unique knowledge, in the case of geography it is necessary to prove its uniqueness 
by limiting both method and object. More than that, nowadays geographers
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should not monopolize space method, and it is generally used in other branches of 
science. Therefore we have to limit the object of our study to the earth's surface 
as a human habitat in comparison with the objects of sociology, anthropology 
and history. 
    From this point of veiw, historical geography need not refuse the use of time 
method so far as a better understanding of the object concerned. Consequently the 
first problem of historical geography is to be found in the study of the earth's 
surface related to the change of time. And not less important than that, is the 
study of the factors of contemporary times which are now bringing on sudden 
changes of the landscapes of the earth. We must think much of these new 
historical factors in contrast o the past revolutions of cultural landscapes. 
2. The development of cultural landscapes in the prehistoric times 
   Where is the cradleland of man? In answer to the question, G. Taylor pointed 
out the deepest area of Central Asia. But in spite of the reason that 'the weakest 
goes to the wall', his theory wants archaeological evidence. Then today the most 
suitable place for it seems to be East Africa by virtue of its plentiful excavations, 
and the rival claims of South Asia cannot be disregarded because the fossil of 
Dryopithecus remains. This suggests that the emergence of our own species, 
in the process of changing their mode of life from the arboreal to the terrestrial, 
was made in the marginal areas of jungles which in the Pliocene period extended 
along the coast of the Indian Ocean. 
   Be that as it may, from thebeginning of Pleistocene to the end of the last glacial 
period, our ancestors had kept the way of living by hunting and food-gathering. 
In the earliest times they also lived in the open making light roofs against rain 
and the sun, but throughout he later Paleolithic times they were willing to live 
in caves and rock shelters. 
   Compared with this humble culture, the Neolithic men's life was quite different 
from it. Namely food-producing by the growing of crops and the breeding of 
cattles and settled village life appeared. Therefore between the two cultures it 
seems to be formed a gulf, jumping over which the Neolithic revolution was 
brought about. 
   Concerning this, however, the role of the Mesolithic men is not to be ignored. 
With such inventions as the domestication of the dog, the dug-out canoes and the 
heavy hafted axe, moreover, as  C.O. Sauer said, with the cultivation of plants for 
fibre and ceremonial colour in the tropics, they filled the gulf between the two 
cultures. Consequently 'Agricultural Revolution' was brought out on the basis of 
continuous development of prehistoric ulture.
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    The brilliant urban civilization in the Bronze Age is in striking contrast with 
the Neolithic  culture  ; the concept of  'Urban Revolution' has been formed. In 
this case too, there lies between them an intermediate steps, the religious cultures 
of the later Neolithic Age and the Copper Age in the Old World. During the 
Neolithic Age no remarkable changes are found in the way of living of farmers, but 
towards the end of it there is the same change seen in a ceremonial center. This 
center is built at first of natural rocks and then of hewn stones at a sacred place in 
the religious sphere which extends over many villages. 
    In the New World are discovered numerous archaeological sites of the late 
Formative period (B.C. 800 or 400— A.D. 300) which precedes the  'Urban Revolution' 
of the Florescent period (A.D. 300—A.D.1000). In the form of compound 
ceremonial centers, these sites are composed of mounds, platforms, stepped 
pyramids, stelae, plazas and courts. The physical features of these cradlelands of 
ancient civilizations are not the same. There are tropical jungles, coastal deserts, 
temperate valleys and cold plateaus. But they all have the same condition to allow 
maize cultivation. And their cultural features, having different pattern of settle-
ments and fields, show also common characteristics of fairly intensive seeds-
planting. In general, on this same economic basis stood multi-villages cultural 
communities, which took the efforts of reconstructing enlarged ceremonial centers 
in order to gain political and religious unification. In the case of the American 
Indians, these works were achieved without the domestication of draft animals, 
the use of wheels, and metal tools. 
3. Changes of territorial areas in historic times 
   The development of the ceremonial centertoward the political and religious 
city goes with the formation of the city-state. Written records of city-states in 
Mesopotamia tell us the opening of historic times in the fourth millennium B.C. Ur, 
one of the oldest cities of Sumer, had some 24,000 souls in the build up area of 150 
 acres. It was surrounded y brick walls and looked beautiful comparing withthe 
older villages. In the core of the city was a palace complex which, enclosed with 
inner walls, was composed of the ziggurat, courtyard and temples, each of which 
had its offices and magazines. 
   All the cities ofSumer and Akkad on the delta of the Tigris and Euphrates were 
politically independent, though they used common waterways and enjoyed a 
uniform culture. With the prosperity of city-states, some of them came to 
fight its neighboring states, and thus the expansion of territories came to the front. 
Sargon, the King of Akkad, was the first to found a vast military empire, and his 
sons, and grandsons expanded their conquest from the Persian Gulf to the Mediter-
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ranean. Once such a great empire is realized, the emperor begins to think as if 
he were a ruler of the whole world and established the capital in the center of the 
 world.. Such idea as 'World Empire' is expressed in the oldest world map of the 
Sargon's clay tablet. 
   The history of ancient times is characteristic of the balance of power among 
several World Empires, standing side by side along the southern periphery of the 
Eurasian Continent. In process of strengthening power, World Empires were 
in conflict with nearby nomads. At first the northern power pushed own south-
wards and then the southern power advanced into the north. Thus in the 
ancient times each had been holding its own ground against he enemy. The Great 
Wall of China and  'Limes' of Roman Empire were no more than such border 
lines. At the same time, another conflict was repeated between the east and 
the west, that is Orient and Occident. It began with the westward advance of 
Persian Empire and Alexander the Great pushed it back eastward. But in this 
case too, neither of them yielded to the other throughout anicent imes, holding the 
boundaries from Armenia to Syria, as seen in the example of Roman Empire 
versus Sassanid Empire. 
   The balanceof power in both cases of the north v. the south and the east v. the 
west was upset in the middle ages. In contrast to former times, sweeping victories 
of the north over the south and the east over the west changed respectively the 
territories of World Empires. As nomads, they bred horses for riding, organized 
light cavalry and raided agricultural countries in the vicinity. They also spread 
their power without any difficulty, all over the Eurasian steppes. Thus vast 
territories of World Empires were acquired by Saracens, Mongols and Turks. 
   In modern times Europe was bright and Asia was dark, just in contrast with 
the middle ages. Armed  themsevles with vessels of war and guns, Western 
Europeans attacked Asians from the end of the fifteenth century. They gained 
onesided victories and established World Empires one after another. They in-
cluded dispersed colonies beyond the seas into their own countries except of the 
Continental Empire of Russians. With bright times for Europeans, they diffused 
western civilization far and wide, promoting Europeanization of the earth's surface. 
    On the other hand, the conflict of the north v. the south ceased, after the 
adoption of firearms by the agricultural countries. In place of it, a struggle between 
the Sea Empires and the Continental Empires appeared on the stage for supremacy. 
Sir  H.  J. Mackinder's Heartland theory is indicative of a necessary tendency seen 
in the struggle. 
    But when the conflict of the Sea Empires and the Continental Empires came 
to the largest scale, a tendency to the self-destruction in the war has been
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    Fig. 1 Territorial changes of World Empires 
Ancient Empires in 400  A.D. 2. Medieval Empires 
Modern Empires 4. Contemporary groups of states
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Fig. 2 A Shema of Conflicts among World Empires
regarded as a result of the extreme progress of weapon and the upsurging of moral 
 sense. So that Mackinder's theory is to be unapplicable to the present circums-
tances. 
    After the surrender of Japan, the last resistant of the east, new countries of 
 Asia and Africa has declared independence one after another. These countries have 
a common  character; they are not desirous of the practice of imperialism but of the 
creation of a national culture and the promotion of social welfare. Thus, under the 
banner of mutual prosperity, neighboring countries are going to form a league 
having a vast area. This will be a preceding stage of World Commonwealth. 
4. Historcal factors in the study of geography 
   After understanding that the object of geographical study is the earth's 
surface as a human habitat, how shall we explain its  formation  ? Concerning this, 
the cultural force of man, especially as the will power of an organization, is to be 
placed in the center of the explanation. That is because the cultural agency, by 
occupying and using the land, sets limits to its sphere and creates cultural andscape 
on it. 
   In motion of cultural force, it comes into question that in what way both 
physical and social environments affect the cultural force. Since the beginning of 
the Neolithic Age, there have been no remarkable changes in the situation of 
physical environment, except that Inner Asia has become dry. But its influence 
cannot be ignored, because physical environment supports, stimulates, hinders and 
encourages human activity powerfully.
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   As compared with this, even in pre-historic times, the influence of  soical 
environment can be seen in culture diffusion, and in historic times international 
relations had a great effect on the activities of nations. Until recently many 
have been thinking that modern capitalistic society affects each individual person 
so strongly as it determines his life. But, today, as the will of state becomes 
powerful enough to control socio-environmental influence, social determinism is not 
to be acceptable. 
   In the study of geography, we think that cultural and environmental forces act 
mutually through man's occupation and use of land, therefore it bears a double 
meaning as a territorial area and an environmental area. In this case historical 
factors come to the front when violent changes are brought about in the appearances 
of land occupation and land use. When the physical environment is quiet, the 
changes are due to a socio-environmental force and a cultural force. The former 
comes from the technical innovation and inter-state relationship, and the latter 
from individual free will or the collective will of the nation. 
   As stated above, the improvement of techniques of production and transporta-
tion has not been made at a bound over a gulf. It is surely continuous, and it 
comes into a so-called revolution with the change of social organization. Thus 
geographic revolution appears in the earth's landscape, when reconstructed organiza-
tion adopts a new technique for the purpose of the occupation and use of land. 
   On this point, furthermore, the growth and diversion of cultural force should 
be taken up as a problem. For instance, the will and power of a nation has changed 
as time goes on. The nature and purpose of incipient city-states were more politico-
religious than military. In contrast to this, from ancient times down-ward, all the 
empires have scrambled for territories. While ancient empires made some efforts 
to consolidate and develop the land, both medieval and modern empires put 
stresses on the expansion of territories. 
   In our contemporary times, again, the purposes of nations are turning to the 
development and arrangement of the lands. This is due to the change of their 
nature and purpose, that is the change from the imperialistic to the cultural. As 
stated above, techniques, inter-state relationship, socio-economic environment 
and cultural force are now being revolutionized by the historic factors, and there-
fore the geographical landscapes of the earth's surface are changing rapidly. 
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